Fatherhood from page 4

Wimbrough, regimental command sergeant major,
with facilitating the experience.

“Itwasreally comforting for them to let usknow
that people on a higher level care not just about us
being good soldiers but also about our familiestoo,”
Peterson said.

“It madeit easier to go knowing | haveleadership
that’s going to really look after us here,” Peterson
added.

Even though Peterson was able to see his wife
and daughter before deploying, he said he still feelsa
void without their presence. He said hefillsthevoid
by focusing on missions and training and by setting
aside a portion of each night to think about Magda
and Ariel.

“When the mission’ s done at the end of the day,
| always try to talk to her, and I’'m happy when |
talk to her. Butwhenit’sover, I’'mreminded | won’t
see my baby again for along time,” he said.

Peterson said he offers support to Kern and
Meacham to help their feelings of homesickness.

“| talk alot with Kern and Meacham about the
whole situation,” Peterson said.

“| knew all three of uswere going to have babies
pretty close together. | know, for the most part,
how they’re feeling. | know both of these guys are
worried. Luckily, Adam had quite a large baby boy,
and things are going to go well for himin hislife,”
Peterson said.

ficer in Charge of Small Pox vaccination program

Favorite Water : Oasis
Favorite Food at DFAC: Lasagna

Favorite Thing to do Here: Working at the aid station
Recent Accomplishment: Service member of the month for CJTF-HOA.

Seaman Venegasgraduated from high school and quickly wassent tobasictrain-
ingin August 2002 from L osAngeles. Shewent tobasictraining at Recr uit Train-

ing Center at Great L akes, I11. Upon completion of basictrainingshewassent toA
School at theNaval Hospital Cor psSchool, alsoin Great L akes. Shespent nearly six

- monthslearning* everythingfrombasicEMT stuff tonursing, howtogiveshotsand
sick call,” shesaid.
Fromthere, Venegasreceived orderstoreport totheNaval A

lle, FI, April 21, 2003.
 “llikedit.| worked at labor and delivery. | wasthecorps

Meacham, Kern and Peterson each said they use
the deployment timeto reflect upon fatherhood and
the lives they wish for their children.

Meacham said he keeps a written journal and
photos to show Austin what his father was doing
when he was born.

Kern has made afew decisions on the rearing of
Adam J.

“| definitely want to raise him to play sports, be
athletic,” Kernsaid. “| want to raise him with agood
Christian background and make sure I’ m alwaysthere
for him, providing everything he needs to have a
happy childhood.”

Peterson said he thinks of the deployment ashis
paternal duty, making the world safer for his daugh-
ter.

“What we' re doing hereis making adifference so
my baby won’t have to go through it in the future,”
Peterson said.

Trotter agreed, saying the historical significance
of the Bravo babies goes beyond the fact the deploy-
ment isthefirst in decades. He said the true histori-
cismisthat the Bravo fathersand their comrades are
helping eliminate terrorism.

“Those babies haven't heard of 9/11,” Trotter
said.

“They know nothing yet of al Quada, and, if we
continue what we're doing here, al Quada will be-
come nothing more than a pagein their fifth-grade
history books,” Trotter said.

Station, Jackson-

News Briefs

Rugby Players Wanted
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY

Equipment and uniforms will be
provided free of charge. Players need only
provide personal gear such as cleats and a
mouthpiece. A match with the French air
base is schedule for late February, with
more matches over the next few months
planned. If you are unable to play, but can
help with coaching duties, your assistance
will aso be welcomed.

If you have any questions please contact
Capt. King, at 824-4920, 820-919 (c), or via
e-mail at kingam@hoa.centcom.mil

Black History Month
Committee M eeting Tuesday

February is Black History Month and
Camp Lemonier service members starting a
committee to plan for the celebration.
Please e-mail Capt. Primm at
primmsa@hoa.centcom.mil or attend the
planning meeting at Building P-100 in the
CG'’s conference Room at 3 p.m. Tuesday.
Call Capt. Primm at 824-2017 for more
information.




